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About the Jllustrator
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Finley Plher

Finley is a five year old gir| like most others. The only
difference is she was porn with a rare disease that is
causing her to |ose her sight. Her world is QuiCkly
growing dark around her and by the time she is a teen-
ager the lights will go out Completely. So in addition to
lessons every Kindergartner is learning in sChool, she is
being taught how to read Braille, a speCial language for
those that Can't see, and how to use a Cane so she can
get around better when she Can’t see what itin front of
her. What do you think it would be like to notpe able to
see? How would your life be different? Try finding your
favorite toy in your room with your eyes Cclosed.



For Parents

Leber’s Congenital A maurosis is a rare genetiC
disease that Causes retihal degeneration anhd
eventually blindness. There have beenh over 20
genes identified as causing [eber’s. TFinleys
version of the disease is Caused by a gene Called
Retinal Dehydrogenase 12. It is estimated that
there are only gbout 75-100 other people in the
United Gtates with Finleys version of the
disease. There is Currently nO Cure for Finley's
version of [eber’s but there is hope. A gene
therapy has been used to cure ahother version
Of Leber’s and this approach. With more work
and research there is a possibility that the lights
Cah be Kept on for Finley.
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